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02 /EDITORIAL

Dear customers, business partners and 
friends of timber construction,

. 
 

Origami timber construction 
Expansion of Théâtre de Vidy,  
Lausanne

P. 04

In this issue of News, we offer you an exciting foray into our world of timber. We 

present a few of our challenging projects in Switzerland and abroad, and talk about the 

innovations and new technologies associated with our work. But none of it would work 

without our skilful craftsmanship. You will learn why we are so enthusiastic about Swiss 

timber. We also introduce you to some of the people who work to promote timber as a 

construction material for our company every day. And, of course, we would not leave 

out the exciting highlights of our work since last time, including reports about our 

current Free Form projects, the mosque in Cambridge and the major Swatch project in 

Biel. 

Our passion for timber we want to share with you and hopefully encourage your interest 

in this unique building material, as our customers and partners. We are delighted to 

develop the projects of tomorrow and break new ground in construction processes with 

you, based on mutual trust and true partnership. We sincerely thank you for that! 

Katharina Lehmann
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Origami timber construction
Expansion of Théâtre de Vidy, Lausanne

What looks like a work of origami is in fact a 

theatre construction. Théâtre de Vidy demon-

strated its customary openness to the new, and 

used wood in its extension structure combined 

with innovative technology. 

A proven material, optimised structural engi-

neering and a sophisticated combination of  

elements – with its surprising polygonal fold 

shape, the extension of Théâtre de Vidy is the 

result of an interplay of proven knowledge and 

a spirit of inventiveness. In collaboration with 

Laboratoire IBOIS at ETH Lausanne, we imple-

mented the new construction with the fascinat-

ing geometry of the building shell and the  

extraordinary construction method. 

Combined knowledge for optimal structural 

qualities

Our project team and the researchers from 

IBOIS combined their knowledge and different 

perspectives on wood as a structural material. 

The IBOIS team under Prof. Yves Weinand  

developed a support structure that gives the 

building the stability it requires – and a geo-

metric origami look. Thin wood-based panels  

of 45 mm arranged in triangles stabilise each 

other and support the entire building with its 

20 m column-free roof span. 

Proven techniques further developed

The joinery method used for the individual 

wood panels is not new, but was thoroughly re-

searched and further developed with modern 

methods. The clever wood-wood mortise and 

tenon joint comprising five-layer laminated 

spruce panels is similar to the traditional dove-

tail method, and renders glue and screws largely 

superfluous. The innovation is that the joints 

are algorithmically planned and cut using CNC 

technology. One might also call it ‘engineering 

to build’ – a joinery technology that we regard 

as very promising for the future. 

Multilayer construction with different effects

As a weather shell, the structure features a 

grey varnished wood cladding in the same ge-

ometry. Project manager David Riggenbach was 

astonished at how easy the elements were to 

install, and also how strikingly different the  

effect of the same geometric shapes are ob-

served from the inside and the outside. ‘Inside 

the structure was painted black in order to  

reflect as little light as possible. Seen from the 

outside, the triangles project an intense, yet 

delicate effect.’
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Holiday villa in Bodrum, Turkey 
Second stage of construction work 

In our last issue of News, we reported on this 

project on the Turkish Riviera. The villa, with 

its striking roof construction, was planned by 

Foster + Partners of London and is located ad-

jacent to the Canyon Ranch Resort, which spe-

cialises in health and wellness treatments. The 

structure was erected in early summer 2016. 

About a year later, our installation team trav-

elled to Turkey again.

The purpose of this visit was to install the 

spruce soffits. Project manager Martin Eggen-

berger recalls: ‘A big challenge for our installa-

tion team last year was the wind. Due to the 

exposed location of the villa, sometimes it 

wasn’t possible to lift loads with the crane  

after midday. This time we struggled with the 

heat. Even access to the construction site was 

limited to a gravel road until almost the end. 

The result was that every lorry had to be 

pulled up to the site with the bulldozer.’

Creative solutions essential 

A total of 20 semi-trailers loaded with prefab-

ricated wood components found their way to 

Turkey. The planning of the logistics was one of 

the biggest challenges of the project, says Mar-

tin Eggenberger: ‘We never knew exactly how 

long the lorries would be stuck at the border – 

which required exceptional flexibility from the 

installation team on site.’

Cultural differences were felt not only at the 

customs checkpoint, but on the construction 

site as well. The team grasped this very quickly. 

The typical Swiss manner of management and 

coordination of work did not get very far here. 

On the contrary, the key was to keep calm and 

look for creative solutions. One thing that stood 

out for our team was just how many tasks the 

local craftsmen performed without the use of 

power tools. Conversely, our Turkish colleagues 

were very impressed by our orderliness and 

modern machinery. 

The finished building will be turned over to the 

client in summer 2019. The pool, however,  

has already been given a test run, as we have 

learned from reliable sources. 

//  Our installation team on site 

For the team of installation fore-

man Florian Koller, it was an  

intense, exciting and instructive 

time. Local site manager Kutlutan 

Fisekci (in the yellow vest) was 

central to the organisation of our 

efforts at the location.

‘COORDINATION OF THE GEO-
GRAPHICALLY EXTENSIVE 
PLANNING NETWORK WITH 
THE ARCHITECTS IN THE UK 
AND THE CLIENT IN TURKEY 
WAS A DEMANDING AND 
CHALLENGING TASK!’

//Martin Eggenberger 

Project manager  

Timber construction I Engineering 
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Cambridge Mosque 
Timber construction for the senses 
The striking timber construction of the Cam-

bridge Mosque is taking shape in the middle of 

a residential area of this British university city. 

Over an area of 4,000 m2, the timber construc-

tion will later accommodate a prayer room for 

1,000 adherents, a café and two apartments. 

The mosque’s architecture comes from the  

London-based architecture firm marks barfield 

architects, which, inter alia, designed the  

famous London Eye. 

The oriental atmosphere in the building’s inte-

rior is generated by the 30 Free Form, tree-like 

timber pillars, which are connected to each 

other through the ceiling structure. All ceiling, 

wall and roof elements are also made of wood. 

Externally, the 6.5 m high dome installed on 

the 10 m high roof construction, which on com-

pletion will be covered in gold leaf, is certain  

to capture attention. 

Complex coordination of production processes

Our Free Form team had its first contact with 

the architects from the UK in 2012. Thereafter, 

we were involved in the development phase of 

the project in an advisory function. The tender 

for the timber construction planning and pro-

duction followed in 2015, and the definitive 

decision to award the job was made a year later. 

In March 2017, some of the planning team con-

verged again at our location in Gossau to dis-

cuss and coordinate construction details before 

production started at our plant in July 2017. 

As this structure is a mix of various prefabrica-

tion types, including Free Form components, 

traditional ribbed and timber framed construc-

tion and cross-laminated timber elements, the 

various different production facilities at Blumer- 

Lehmann AG were involved. As project manager 

Jephtha Schaffner says, coordination of the 

various production processes was one of the 

biggest challenges in this project.

By ferry to England

With geographically distant construction sites, 

it’s crucial that the production is coordinated 

perfectly with the logistics. All wooden compo-

nents must be transported from Switzerland to 

the destination on time and in the correct order. 

In this case, transport is by lorry loaded on to 

the ferry in Rotterdam. The components and  

elements arrive at the construction site in about 

seven days. By the end of our work in late 

2017, some 80 vehicles will have left Switzer-

land for the UK. The building is scheduled to 

open in early 2019. 

//  Facts & Figures

– 3,000 free-form components

– 2,000 m2 exterior walls

– 1,200 m2 interior walls 

– 2,000 m2 roof area

– 2,000 m2 cross-laminated timber 

– 63 skylights 

– 3 staircases 

© marks barfield architects, London

Scan the code, move your mobile device and enter the Cambridge Mosque.



12/2017  www.blumer-lehmann.ch

7 /MODULAR CONSTRUCTION

Temporary classrooms in Baar 
From the module to the  
finished school building 

Pre-production at the plant

The room cells are prefabricated largely in our 

plant according to the defined construction 

standard. We also coordinate the services of 

the sub-contractors, which may include paint-

ers, electricians, plumbers and other tradespeo-

ple. As a rule, only some final installation and 

completion work is carried out at the construc-

tion site. This concept enables short construc-

tion times and thus little traffic and disturbance 

to the site’s neighbours. 

Classroom in Baar

The rooms for the new Wiesenthal provisional 

classrooms in Baar were also produced in a 

modular form; 33 modules went into creating a 

three-storey building with six classrooms. The 

high quality design with heightened sound pro-

tection measures offers an optimal learning  

environment. The temporary structure demon-

strates the possibilities of customisation of the 

modular construction concept. In close consul-

tation with the architect, an individual colour 

and material concept was implemented in addi-

tion to the constructional adaptations. This  

involved a combination of natural wood accents 

with other construction materials, such as  

aluminium. The result is a three-story modular 

construction that has impressed the clients, 

teachers and pupils equally.

On average, the period between ordering a school building with four to six classrooms and the 

move-in date is about four months. Aside from the short planning and construction time, modular 

constructions stand out for their cost-security, high quality and flexibility. They meet the strictest 

ecological, energy consumption, room climate, structural and soundproofing requirements. 
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School buildings, Opfikon 
Maximum flexibility with modular construction

Additional storey for  
office building 
Working in modules

Bio-Café, Lausanne 
Futuristic material combination

Our modular constructions are characterised by 

their exceptional flexibility, as can be seen with 

the temporary school buildings in Opfikon. The 

entire project originally encompassed five 

two-storey school buildings. Two years later, 

the two buildings of the second building stage 

were increased to three storeys to accommo-

date higher student numbers. The location near 

To keep pace with a rising need for worksta-

tions at our company headquarters at Erlenhof, 

an additional floor was added to the existing 

office building. The seven modules rest on an 

end-to-end steel construction that is part of the 

sophisticated fire protection concept. Entirely 

made of wood, the new offices also serve as a 

‘model room’ for flexible, cost-effective room 

solutions. Another highlight is the staircase 

with a meticulously milled railing that was in-

stalled in a flash, thanks to prefabrication on 

the modular construction principle.

The Biopôle life sciences park in Lausanne  

covers 80,000 m2. It brings together start-ups 

and established companies and themes, such  

as technology and research and development, 

in a single location. The heart of the park for 

personal exchanges between employees is pro-

vided by our first modular construction in 

western Switzerland, the Bio-Café. Comprising 

the airport presented special requirements not 

only in terms of noise protection, but also for 

the installation. To maintain the required safe 

distance from low-flying planes, the height of 

the installation crane was limited. The new 

classrooms are ideal in functional terms and 

their red façade also lends a certain architec-

tural flair.

four modules, the café is a striking landmark 

with its large windows and raw aluminium 

façade. The interior design and furnishings 

were handled by the café operator and make 

ample use of the construction materials of  

aluminium and wood. 
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The temporary Migros store building in  

Amriswil demonstrates the merits of modular 

and temporary buildings on a grand scale: the 

building – after pre-production in the plant – 

was erected in a single day. The two-storey 

space is sub-divided flexibly into various sales 

and storage areas. And when the temporary 

structure is no longer needed, the modules and 

elements can be dismantled and re-used in  

an environmentally sound and sustainable  

manner.

The first lorries arrived in Amriswil loaded with 

wood modules at seven in the morning. On the 

evening of the same day, the building shell for 

the Migros temporary store in the town centre 

was in place; a 63 by 18 m, two-storey build-

ing. Production of the modules at the plant had 

already been completed by this point. The high 

degree of prefabrication of the modules was 

tailored to the intended use, whether as a cold 

room or sales space. Before leaving the plant, 

the modules were fitted with the requisite 

technical installations, surfaces and connec-

tions. Construction work on the façade and the 

interior design took just under three months  

on site. Then the completely equipped Migros 

branch with take-away, kiosk and warehouse 

was ready for business. 

Sustainability requirements

For the commissioning party Migros, the sus-

tainable characteristics of the temporary solu-

tion, with re-usable modules, was a point of 

emphasis. These modules of different sizes and 

components can be re-installed up to 10 times 

in various configurations to create new build-

ings of any dimension. And since they are 

equivalent to permanent structures in terms of 

insulation, noise protection, climate control and 

energy efficiency, the possible uses are all but 

unlimited.

Temporary school facilities

‘The modular construction method has proven 

successful for temporary school facilities as 

well; for example, in the Zurich area,’ says  

Migga Hug, GC services and modular construc-

tion sales. ‘The requirements in terms of class-

room space change continually. Large residential 

developments that have many young children 

today will require much less classroom capacity 

in just a few years’ time. Similarly, school 

buildings in another district may burst at the 

seams suddenly and require more classrooms 

and sports halls. With modular constructions, 

we can react quickly and provide the required 

space in the required dimensions within six 

months.’

Mobile living space

One concept that may take some time to catch 

on, although it is possible today, is mobile resi-

dential space expansion. For example, a single 

space module that serves as a living studio in 

the garden when the single-family home with 

growing children grows too tight for a period. 

And thereafter – when the younger generation 

moves out? ‘Then the living studio could be 

used as a mobile holiday home,’ says Migga 

Hug. ‘At the ski resort in winter and at the lake 

in summer.’

Temporary use, built to last
Modular and temporary constructions 

//  Modular and temporary constructions

‘ALL VISIONARY CONCEPTS HAVE  
THE ADVANTAGE OF EXTREMELY HIGH  
SECURITY IN TERMS OF COST AND 
SCHEDULING FOR THE CLIENT, AND WE 
CAN ALSO OFFER FLEXIBLE FINANCING 
OPTIONS.’ 

//Migga Hug 

GC services | modular construction sales 

Already a reality: The ‘work module’ in the garden of  
futurologist Oona Horx Strathern. 

© Klaus Vyhnalek 
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Innovation Park pavilion in Dübendorf 
A meeting place 

The Innovation Park at Dübendorf airfield is 

creating a new platform for research, develop-

ment and innovation. The goal of Switzerland 

Innovation Park Zurich is to bring together 

knowledge from the Zurich university commu-

nity with private enterprise, and thus promote 

the development of marketable services and 

products. The first building, and the heart of 

the grounds, will be the Info Pavilion. Our  

installation work began in November 2017. 

The opening will be held in March 2018. 

The architecture competition tendered by the 

canton of Zurich contained two important spec-

ifications: a beacon building with a modular 

construction. The futuristic proposal from the 

Luxembourg-based architecture firm FAT met 

the criteria perfectly. Conceived as a modular 

construction with an additional building shell 

with a Free Form geometry around it, the pro-

posal won the canton’s public competition as a 

general contractor offer. The pavilion will pro-

vide space for offices, a CaféBar as the first 

meeting place in the park, and exhibition spaces. 

The rooftop terrace will also be accessible to 

the public. 

Appealing space for visitors

Frank Stolz, the responsible architect and for-

mer employee of Blumer-Lehmann AG, ex-

plains: ‘We had the idea of creating the pavilion 

as an open public venue for the new urban  

development situation in Dübendorf. With the 

viewing platform, the view of the grounds and 

the alpine panorama becomes a focal point. 

The room modules have been designed with a 

very high degree of quality and offer visitors  

a very appealing space.’

Transparent design creates an interactive  

effect 

Production and construction of the room mod-

ules was carried out at our plant at Erlenhof. 

Installation was conducted after transport to 

Dübendorf. The primary and secondary timber 

support structures were placed over the pre-

fabricated wood modules on site. Between the 

main support structure and the façade slat 

cladding, a translucent membrane functions  

as a weather shell. The exterior wood slat con-

struction will be finished with a silver-grey 

varnish.

Sustainable construction 

For this project, we operated not only as the 

timber construction planner, producer and gen-

eral contractor, but also as the lessor of the 

building. After the designated term of eight 

years, the pavilion will be dismantled and the 

room modules and building shell will be up to 

100 % re-used.

© FAT Architects SARL, Wasserbillig

© FAT Architects SARL, Wasserbillig
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Speedy solution when residential space 
is lacking 
Grosshof asylum centre, Kriens 

Young refugees will be able to stay at the 

Grosshof in Kriens for the time being. We 

erected the asylum centre, consisting of three 

buildings for living quarters, technology and 

administration, employing an element con-

struction method for long-term use.

The 120 refugees will have a place to stay in 

Kriens for the time being. The refugees moved 

into the residential building at the Grosshof 

asylum centre before the onset of winter.  

Together with the two other buildings for  

technology and administration, the 1,300 m2, 

three-storey residential building forms a 

self-enclosed complex with a courtyard. Above 

all, the wood material ensures that the young 

people at Grosshof can enjoy a warm and 

pleasant living environment.

Compelling concept using wood construction

We were able to win the public tender for the 

major order offered by the canton of Lucerne 

with a concept based on element construction 

in wood. The architecture originated from the 

construction firm in situ AG, which was also re-

sponsible for the building application and client 

support. As the general contractor, we planned 

and implemented the residential complex, 

which offered the substantial advantages of a 

short implementation time, just seven months 

of construction, a pleasant living environment 

and sustainable construction method in wood. 

At the request of the client, the canton of Lu-

cerne, the residential complex is designed for 

long-term use. If the asylum centre is eventually 

no longer needed for its original purpose, the 

canton has indicated that it could potentially 

use the residential complex for student  

housing.

Adequate residential space without delay

Fast implementation is a decisive factor with 

projects such as the Grosshof asylum centre. 

Municipalities, towns and cantons are faced 

with the question of how to provide adequate 

residential, working and classroom space within 

a quick timeframe. Using the modular and/or 

element construction method, a building or 

complete complex can be ready for use in just a 

few months, resolving urgent space shortfalls – 

temporarily or for an extended period. With 

the modular method in particular, clients bene-

fit from the high scheduling and cost security 

offered by modules prefabricated at our plant. 
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Swiss craftsmanship in Moscow 
Masterful experience on the edge

Moscow is abuzz with construction activity as 

the city prepares itself for the FIFA World Cup 

in 2018. We, too, are hard at work in the Rus-

sian capital. As joint GC, we are implementing 

and coordinating the conversion of a large  

administrative building. In the renovation and 

conversion work, the client sets great store by 

Swiss quality and craftsmanship. And the work 

also uses Swiss wood to a large extent. 

Logistics are key

Blumer-Lehmann AG was commissioned to un-

dertake joint GC responsibilities for the recon-

struction of a roof on an existing building, the 

courtyard façade of a new construction and the 

entire interior design. Eight Swiss sub-contrac-

tors are involved under our auspices in Mos-

cow. In addition to the actual construction 

work, the logistics, scheduling and requisition 

planning for materials, tools and the installa-

tion team present further challenges. Space 

constraints in the centre of Moscow require de-

tailed planning of the material deliveries. The 

combination of Russian building regulations, 

safety requirements and local building condi-

tions is a real challenge. 

International collaboration

‘We could have opened a travel agency,’ says 

Markus Giel, the responsible project manager 

for Blumer-Lehmann AG. ‘In all, with the assis-

tance of our Moscow contact, we booked more 

than 220 flights and applied for over 90 visas. 

She came to visit us in Switzerland in Septem-

ber, incidentally, which pleased us.’ Although 

the conditions in Moscow are different, our in-

stallation specialists are fascinated by Russian 

culture. They bring back many impressions and 

experiences to Gossau and tell us about the  

potential of the city. Ultimately, it is also the 

personal encounters that make such stays so 

unique, broaden our horizons and foster 

growth within the team.
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A wood house with charm  
Single-family home in Niederhelfenschwil

The new six-room, single-family home in Nie-

derhelfenschwil was built directly next to a 

joinery. Thanks to the annexe and the floor-

plan, it was possible to make optimal use of the 

elongated plot. We were responsible for the 

first proposals and later handled the detail 

planning and implementation of the timber 

construction as well. The idea of the client, who 

is himself a carpenter and works for us as di-

rector of installation, flowed directly into the 

planning: he wanted a panoramic window and 

a ‘woody’ interior design with an oak floor  

and a spruce ceiling. The result is a charming 

wood element construction that offers its own-

ers bright and comfortable living spaces.  

Another idea from the client was the design of 

the building shell with a rough-cut, pre-greyed 

spruce façade. With boards of different widths 

and light grey window frames, the façade has a 

decidedly modern look. The house is very well 

received, says client Markus Louis: ‘We have 

had a lot of positive feedback about the wood 

house and we get a lot of pleasure from living 

in it.’

From planning to the finished building 
Family project in Niederbüren

The unique floor plan and the striking hip roof 

make an immediate impression when one  

enters this eight-room home. One particular  

design element is the rhomboid formwork in 

spruce that extends into the soffits. The struc-

ture was planned by the architecture firm 

Trunz + Wirth AG from Henau. The detailed 

planning and site management was handled by 

our timber construction foreman Rafael Gem-

perle. The job in question was construction of 

his parents’ house. It was the first time he had 

tackled a detailed timber construction planning 

process. Looking back, he says: ‘The task was 

very exciting and instructive. It wasn’t always 

easy to unite the different interests of the cli-

ents and the contractor, but my objective was 

to achieve the best result for the clients. I was 

initially sceptical of the complex roof shape, 

but I find the result to be very compelling.’ His 

parents conceived of the house as a multi-gen-

erational home, with a wheelchair-accessible 

ground floor that could later be used as an old-

age residence.
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Rooms with a view 
Swiss wood at Vögelinsegg

Future living in Bottighofen 
Age-appropriate rental apartments with care unit

The three apartment buildings ‘See, Berg und 

Wiese’ at Vögelinsegg are now complete and 

the 30 apartments are occupied by their own-

ers or in the final phase of interior work. Each 

building has its own character and harmonises 

well with the Appenzell landscape in spite of 

its urban character. Almost exclusively Swiss 

wood was used in the construction. That was 

important to the client, Vögelinsegg Wohnen AG. 

The advantages of wood as a building material 

were clear; it is, after all, the only regionally 

available construction material from renewable 

sources. The buildings are impressive not only 

for their appearance, but also because they use 

building technology that fulfils the latest stand-

ards and comply with the requirements of the 

Minergie P label. This was achieved by means 

of highly efficient insulation of the building 

shell, large heat accumulators, solar panels and 

connection to the local heating network. 

The basis for the new construction in Bottig-

hofen was an old-age mission statement created 

by the municipality. The insight that emerged 

from the process was that the town lacked an 

appropriate infrastructure and care options for 

its elderly residents. This was followed by a 

public competition for a construction project, 

which was won by the architecture firm  

Affolter & Kempter. A suitable plot of land  

was soon found and purchased by the newly 

established housing cooperative. 

Construction work on both the two- and 

three-storey buildings, which are arranged in a 

T-shape and connected by a wheelchair-acces-

sible bridge, has been underway since autumn 

2016. On completion, the complex will accom-

modate 20 rental apartments, one care unit 

with 20 beds, communal rooms and a cafeteria, 

as well as a commercial space for a hairdresser 

and pedicure salon. As part of a consortium, we 

were responsible for the production and erec-

tion of the three-storey wood element con-

struction. The majority of the apartments have 

already been let. According to the schedule, the 

first seniors will move into their new home in 

Bottighofen in late January 2018. 

Large-scale timber constructions of up to six 

stories are returning to rural areas and are  

appearing increasingly in urban environments 

as well. This development has been enabled by 

the changes to the fire and noise protection 

standards. 

And it goes without saying that timber con-

structions exude a unique charm and offer 

their residents a pleasant living environment. 

See page 18 for more. Heidi Walser, who has 

already moved into the Wiese building, talks 

about how it feels to live in a wooden building. 

© Affolter & Kempter, St. Gallen
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Sustainability in action
Apartment complex with 
an Appenzell character

Heidi Walser feels as though she’s in a tree-

house in her new apartment on the fifth floor 

of the ‘Wiese’ building in the complex at  

Vögelinsegg. Close to the sky in comfortable 

rooms made of wood. Multi-storey timber  

constructions are increasingly popular – and 

not just because of the healthy room climate.

After living mainly in concrete and glass build-

ings, and then temporarily in a wood house, 

Heidi Walser was searching for a new home. 

And it had to be wood again. ‘It was only later 

that I decided to go with the interior design 

with white oiled ash,’ says Heidi Walser. ‘What 

fascinated me from the outset was the overall 

concept of the Vögelinsegg apartment complex 

in Speicher. The buildings are all wood, from 

the support structure to the gables, and  

designed to be completely sustainable.’ 

People at the centre

For Stephan Frischknecht, president of the 

Board of Directors of Vögelinsegg Wohnen AG, 

the commitment to timber construction was in 

place from the outset, as he developed the pro-

ject with the property owners. He’s convinced: 

‘Our task as developers is not to sell apart-

ments but to work together with the architects 

and craftspeople to build a home for the resi-

dents.’ A timber apartment complex compliant 

with the Minergie P standard offers residents a 

high quality of life in a community atmosphere 

with a cross-generational mix of residents.

Stephan Frischknecht, president of the Board of Direc-
tors: ‘We brought in Blumer Lehmann as a partner in the 
project because we knew that the quality and building 
culture would be right.’ 

Heidi Walser, resident: ‘The living material of wood  
combines my modern living style with a sense of natural 
security.’
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No question: timber construction

The timber construction requirement was logi-

cal for architect Hubert Bischoff; it was exactly 

what he had in mind for his concept. ‘There is 

scarcely any other region that is so defined by 

timber construction as Appenzell Ausserrho-

den,’ he says. ‘Using wood as the construction 

material naturally integrates the apartment 

complex into the landscape. Planning three 

five-storey buildings in wood was a new chal-

lenge for us.

For the detail work, we were able to rely on 

the long experience of timber construction firm 

Blumer-Lehmann AG. In terms of the multi-sto-

rey aspect of the buildings, noise and fire pro-

tection solutions were able to draw on proven 

concepts.’ 

Healthy building and living

In the architecture milieu, Hubert Bischoff has 

noticed a rising awareness of healthy construc-

tion and living. ‘The way in which we live in 

our homes influences our mode of living, our 

environment and ultimately also our health. 

And there is no material that is more environ-

mentally friendly than wood.’ He therefore 

sees it as positive that the interest in multi- 

storey complexes made of timber – for example, 

for apartments, schools and public buildings – 

is on the rise. ‘In terms of durability, timber 

constructions are in no way inferior to solid 

constructions,’ he says. And in terms of dimen-

sions? ‘Much more could be done – 10, 15,  

20 storeys are easily possible with timber con-

struction!’

//  Multi-storey timber construction – 

forward-looking advantages 

• requires less grey energy than  

concrete and steel

• store CO2 

• ensures high, regional value  

creation and many jobs

• creates a healthy, natural room  

climate and a comfortable living 

environment

• offers unlimited design options

• is economical and low maintenance

• offers builders significant process 

and cost security 

Hubert Bischoff, architect: ‘The timber construction of 
Vögelinsegg takes on the character and identity of the 
surroundings.’
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Stair construction
Customised solutions 

A staircase is more than just part of a building – 

it is also an important design element in the 

space. A stair construction process therefore 

begins with discussions with the customer in 

which both the functional aspects and the per-

sonal design style are taken into consideration. 

It’s no surprise that every staircase is a unique 

creation; a lot of painstaking manual work goes 

into it. Connecting the rooms is a challenge that 

calls for creative and sometimes unconventional 

solutions, particularly with conversions and 

renovations. 

Beyond the craftsmanship, experience is a cen-

tral factor. Roland Aichele and his team have 

planned, produced and installed more than 

1,000 staircases. Each project naturally also in-

cludes comprehensive consultations concerning 

the applicable regulations and safety provi-

sions. 

The principle of prefabrication for rapid instal-

lation applies in staircase construction as well. 

A staircase is prefabricated in sections in the 

plant and the modules installed on top of  

each other at the construction site. The result  

is an ideal combination of individuality and  

standardisation.

‘A STAIRCASE IS  
FURNITURE FOR LIFE!’ 

//Roland Aichele 

Project manager for staircase  

construction 
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Rheinau Abbey island 
Traditional architecture, modern implementation 

Comprehensive renovation of single-family home 
Creative solutions for more living space

Single family home with new façade 
Solid construction clad in wood

Wood has an important supporting role in the 

renovation of the historic mill room in the for-

mer Benedictine abbey on this island in the 

Rhine. The ceiling structure is not only visually 

impressive, but it also supports the floor above 

it. Reminiscent of traditional stucco ceilings 

from a design perspective, the new ceiling  

incorporates profiled, white-painted glue-lami-

nated timber beams. 

During the public tender process, our special-

ists presented a sophisticated and compelling 

solution. The planning and installation team 

mastered all challenges with skill, from the 

Due to the location in the agricultural zone of 

Oetwil am See, demolition or partial demolition 

of the house was not an option in this renova-

tion project. So all interior walls and ceilings 

were removed, the cellar was lowered and the 

floors were rebuilt with higher ceilings. Large 

windows make for bright and seemingly bigger 

rooms. Thanks to clever staircase planning, 

even the smallest spaces could be accessed. 

Where necessary, old wood was replaced and 

the structural stability reinforced. And a new 

photovoltaic installation on the roof provides 

sustainable power.

This project in Amriswil involved a combination 

of new construction and conversion. An exist-

ing single-family home in solid construction 

was extended by two rooms and fitted with a 

new wood façade on the upper floor. The rhom-

boid formwork of pre-greyed spruce ensures a 

uniform appearance to the building. Thanks to 

the collaboration with the architect as early as 

the project planning phase, together we were 

able to manage every challenge and complete a 

comprehensively successful project.

complex dimensions of the abbey walls, which 

are neither uniformly thick nor always straight, 

to the careful manoeuvring of the beams with 

the crane through the window.
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Replacement structure for the Mazda garage  
Site management from a deckchair

New lorry garage and office building  
for our transport partner

That a new construction or conversion can be 

associated with the finer things in life for the 

client was demonstrated by the owners and 

managing directors of the Mazda-Martinsbrugg 

Garage, the Baumgartner brothers. They fol-

lowed the installation work on their new build-

ing via webcam from their deckchairs on the 

beach. This was possible only because we had 

been in intensive exchange with the clients 

during the project planning and implementa-

tion planning phases, and had agreed the sup-

port structures and materials with them in ad-

vance. The replacement building was designed 

and planned to be erected on the existing foun-

dations of the old building and directly adja-

cent to the existing auto repair shop. The 

ground floor of the two-storey timber construc-

tion is used as an exhibition space and tyre 

warehouse. The first floor, which is accessed 

As was addressed in the interview on page 30, 

we depend on strong partnerships with our log 

suppliers and transport companies. So we are 

delighted that we were able to be involved  

in the new building for Weder of Speicher-

schwendi, one of our suppliers. The architec-

ture for the hybrid construction was provided 

by the architecture firm Frei & Gmünder of 

St. Gallen. We handled the timber construction 

via the existing car lift, houses the classic car 

exhibition. The clients, incidentally, were 

thrilled about working with wood from the  

outset and are convinced they chose the ideal 

material for the support structure.

planning and were responsible for the produc-

tion and installation of the timber structures. 

The second floor of the office building and the 

roof for the entire construction were wood ele-

ment constructions. The building façade clad-

ding is a pre-greyed, horizontally laid spruce/fir 

formwork of Swiss wood. It lends the building  

a modern look.
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Agricultural centre, Salez  
Expandable timber construction for long-term use

New construction ‘Farfalla’ for the Swiss Centre 
of Competence for the Deafblind, Tanne  
From caterpillar to butterfly 

The meticulously crafted project ‘STRUKTUR-

WANDEL’ by St. Gallen-based Andy Senn,  

Architect BSA SIA, impressed the technical ex-

perts on the jury of the canton of St. Gallen and 

emerged as the winner of the project competi-

tion for the agricultural centre in Salez. Part of 

the architect’s task was to supplement and in 

some places renovate the existing complex. 

Certain sections of the existing wing built in 

1985 were to be incorporated into the complex 

without structural intervention in the first con-

struction phase, and may be rebuilt or replaced 

in a second stage of construction to begin in 

2025. 

For architecture firm Scheibler & Villard of Ba-

sel, the planning phase for the ‘Farfalla’ project 

for the Swiss Centre of Competence for the 

Deafblind in Langnau am Albis lasted about 

two years. It was essential to clarify the com-

plex needs and requirements of the clients in 

order to develop the project properly and ulti-

mately enable the ‘butterfly’ to take wing. The 

two new buildings to be built adjacent to the 

existing centre will accommodate client rooms 

and training classrooms. Around the concrete 

The new construction, which serves as a train-

ing and accommodation wing for future farm-

ers, impresses with a logical and simple spatial 

arrangement. The high ceilings in conjunction 

with the easily expandable timber construction 

ensure long-term flexibility for future needs. In 

the public tender process, we were awarded 

the contract for the planning, production and 

installation of the timber construction. During 

construction, 1,100 m3 of cross-laminated  

timber, 50 m3 of glue-laminated oak, 280 m3 of 

glue-laminated spruce/fir and about 2,470 m2 

of exterior wall elements were installed.

access cores, a wood element construction will 

be installed with a wood cladding façade. With 

a new village café and children’s daycare cen-

tre, the project will also bring the everyday life 

of the community to the locations of the Tanne 

foundation. We look forward to implementing 

the timber construction work, which is due to 

start in early 2018. 

© Scheibler & Villard, BaselDesign drawing and mock-up (1:1) of the later  
façade cladding. 
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As part of a consortium comprising five timber 

construction firms, we are responsible for the 

planning and project management of the new 

construction in Gossau. As the customer is a 

wood wholesaler, it was a matter of course for 

owner Patrik Braun that his forward-looking 

project would be a timber construction. Yet 

there are also other arguments in favour of 

wood as a construction material. ‘For one  

thing, it grows back rapidly in sufficient quan-

tities in our local forests, and second it enables 

a healthy and pleasant working and living  

environment.’

Another advantage is the short building time. 

Collaboration with the architecture firm FG  

Architektur on the planning work began in  

January 2017, the building work took place  

in autumn 2017 and the offices are scheduled 

to be ready by summer 2018. 

Architectural accents in wood 

One characteristic feature of the construction is 

the modern façade design, which is a combina-

tion of glass and vertically mounted fir slats. 

The optical effect of the wood façade is unique. 

Due to the different depths of the wood cross- 

sections, the viewer perceives a sort of wave 

effect. The body of the building is a visible tim-

ber frame construction with a centrally posi-

tioned concrete core in which the staircase and 

the bathrooms are located. Around the core, 

visible Lignatur elements are used to form the 

ceilings. 

Exhibition for the timber industry

In future, the ground floor and first floor will 

house a large-scale exhibition. A special  

attraction will be the wood-themed world of 

experience. The aim will be to demonstrate  

the almost limitless possibilities of building 

with wood. The entire interior design product 

range from the Braun company – including 

flooring, doors, wall and ceiling cladding and 

décors – will be displayed in appealing  

arrangements. Above the exhibition space,  

two additional office floors are planned. These 

floors will now accommodate all Braun AG  

office employees in a single building. The top 

floor will have a training and event room and 

conference rooms. 

New exhibition and office building 
A timber construction for a wood expert! 

© FG Architektur, Gossau
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Organic food is all the rage. But how  

sustainable are our stall constructions really? 

We checked in with Lukas Osterwalder, our 

manager for the sale of agricultural buildings, 

to find out. 

Lukas, how many stalls did we build last  

year? 

We build between eight and 10 agricultural 

buildings annually. It’s mainly laying henhouses 

and breeding houses in the organic sector, or 

stall concepts for chicken feeding halls that we 

build in collaboration with our partners hos-

berg AG and Globogal AG. 

What is special about our stall concept? 

The stall concept is tailored to the needs of the 

operator and their animals, and allows enough 

flexibility to adapt to the local conditions. Due 

to the high degree of prefabrication, standard-

ised planning and production processes and 

time-tested partnerships with stall equipment 

providers, the buildings are ready for operation 

within a very short timeframe. This offers  

customers security in terms of cooping dates. 

Thanks to the use of wood as a material, our 

stall types integrate optimally into sensitive, 

rural settings. This can provide planning security 

in construction approval processes, but also fits 

with the philosophy of our BIO-certified part-

ner operations. 

We have developed our stall concept together 

with our partners for more than 25 years. The 

team from Blumer-Lehmann AG handles the 

planning, building application, production and 

installation of the support structure and wood 

element. The implementation of the building 

shell, including plumbing and roofing work, is 

handled by our partner Koch Dach Fassaden 

GmbH. The stall equipment comes from Globo-

gal AG. 

What does environmentally sound construction 

mean in concrete terms? 

A stall constructed of wood is sustainable by 

definition, as the raw material grows back from 

natural sources and binds CO2. And when the 

wood comes from the region and is processed 

at the Lehmann Holzwerk sawmill at Erlenhof, 

the short transport distances mean a reduction 

in CO2 emissions. 

So production takes place entirely within  

Switzerland? 

Exactly. We produce entirely within Switzer-

land, and that in a highly competitive market. 

Our aim is to keep the value creation and  

expertise in Switzerland. With our buildings, 

we strengthen the Swiss forestry industry and 

offer a strong basis for employee training. 

Do we also build other agricultural buildings or 

just for our partners in the poultry industry? 

We also build buildings for clients beyond the 

poultry industry, provided that it’s a timber 

construction. We advise and assist clients from 

a very early project phase. We would be  

delighted to demonstrate our capabilities with 

other types of agricultural buildings (cows, 

pigs, horses) more often in the future, and do 

our best to promote Swiss wood in the process. 

Agricultural buildings 
Stalls made of Swiss wood –  
a sustainable investment
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Laying henhouses 
Eggs from happy chickens 

Chicken feeding halls for partner Globogal AG  
New halls in Bernese Jura 

In Puidoux in canton Vaud, we built a laying 

henhouse double stall for a BIO-certified oper-

ation. Each stall provides space for 2,040 ani-

mals. A special feature is the automatic con-

veyor that connects the two stalls, and which 

enables collection, stamping and packing of the 

eggs in the central anteroom. We were respon-

sible for the support structure engineering, the 

timber construction planning and the produc-

tion and installation work. Thanks to the stand-

ardised concept and high degree of prefabrica-

tion of the stall, we completed the work in two 

weeks. 

The client in Willerzell, Einsiedeln also benefited 

from our standardised stall concept. The timber 

construction was fitted with wall elements made 

of OSB panels. We designed and implemented 

the façade with traditional spruce/fir formwork. 

//  Blumer-Lehmann AG services for 

stall construction:

– project planning for timber  

construction with scheduling 

– timber construction detail planning 

– production and timber framing at 

the plant 

– on-site installation

– coordination with stall equipment 

provider Globogal AG or other 

A further hall for chicken feeding was erected 

in Les Reussilles in late 2017. The owner, who 

is taking over the farm from his father, is a 

trained carpenter. His building expertise ena-

bled him to handle a major part of the erection 

and finishing work himself. We were responsi-

ble for the planning and production of the tim-

ber construction and handled the installation 

coordination with two people on site. The  

cooperation between our installers and the  

client’s team was flawless, and the support 

structure was up in just a week. 

Also in Bernese Jura, about 1,000 metres 

above sea level lies the hamlet of La Tanne 

near Tavannes. Here we had the opportunity to 

build a 600 m2 chicken feeding hall. The stand-

ardised stall concept was adapted structurally 

to the geographical location of the operation. 

The roof construction was designed in view of 

the local snowfall amounts. The plans also in-

cluded a wood chip heating system, which was 

integrated into the construction concept. Plan-

ning for the hall took about two months, while 

the production, construction and installation of 

the operation took another two months.
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In order that the demands in terms of 

appearance and functionality of a modu-

lar silo can be incorporated into the 

planning process in good time, it is im-

portant that our technical planners are 

involved in the project planning process 

at an early stage. This allows develop-

ment of customised winter road service 

concepts in close collaboration with  

architects and urban planners. 

SILO SYSTEM CONSTRUCTION/24

Modular silos 
Architecture meets function 

The design of works yards and silos is gaining 

ever more importance in urban planning sce-

narios. It’s no longer enough for them to simply 

fulfil functional and technical requirements, 

they have to be architecturally pleasing as 

well.

Our specialists at BL Silobau AG have taken up 

the challenge and with their modular silo  

developed a product that fits perfectly into this 

niche. Our modular silos are available with cus-

tomised dimensions and capacities, and their 

cube-shaped form enables optimal use of 

space. They can be used both with new build-

ings and as an extension of existing facilities. 

Individualised design of the façades enables 

perfect aesthetic integration into existing facili-

ties. The combination of different materials for 

façades and substructures, such as wood, sheet 

metal, plastic or concrete, gives striking archi-

tectural effects.
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Town and municipality concept 
Optimised routes for winter road  
services 

Winter road services cover more than just the 

principal traffic arteries. Particularly in towns 

and municipalities, many districts are cleared 

with smaller spreading vehicles. The logistics 

concepts of BL Silobau AG optimise the routes 

with a tailored network of storage locations 

with coordinated capacities. 

Flexibility with the Welaki silo

The Welaki silo with a volume of 7 m3 was  

developed by Blumer Lehmann specifically for 

winter road services in towns and municipali-

ties. Transported on a lorry, it is filled at a cen-

tral salt silo or a salt storage depot and placed 

temporarily in outlying districts on a steel con-

struction. The wood silos and sub-structures 

are designed to be stackable and can be stored 

during the summer. 

Winter road service concept with large storage 

depot and small silos 

The town and municipality concept from  

Blumer Lehmann offers customised solutions 

with central storage depots, and mobile or  

permanently installed small silos in various  

designs and capacities. The logistics concepts 

have proven successful in Switzerland and 

throughout Europe.

The starting point for concept development is 

frequently a central salt depot with a large  

capacity in a road maintenance depot. Depend-

ing on the road network, empty runs would 

have to be made again and again to fill the 

spreading vehicles at the central depot. With 

optimally positioned small silos holding up to 

30 m3, the small spreading vehicles can be 

filled directly in the outlying areas they serve. 

This avoids empty runs and saves time and 

costs in winter road services. Our small silos 

are available in different versions depending 

on the available infrastructure. The silos with a 

roof hatch are filled from the top using a lorry 

crane with an excavator bucket; alternatively, 

small silos with a fixed filling pipe can be filled 

by a pumping lorry. 

After an analysis of the local situation, the  

existing infrastructure and the winter road ser-

vice fleet, a concept is developed in close  

consultation with the responsible parties in the 

towns and municipalities – for unobstructed 

and safe driving throughout the winter.

Small silos in  
outlying districts

With roof hatch WelakiWith filling pipe

Central salt  
depot

Large silos
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Silage silo 
Special production for silage

Brine and conveyor technology 
Complete salt management from a single source

Our wood silos can be used for storing more 

than just salt and spreading material. They are 

also ideal for alternative applications. At Son-

nenhaldenhof in St. Urban, we were able to re-

place a second silage silo after an initial instal-

lation in 2014. The wood silo without a chute 

and sub-structure was installed directly on the 

ground and encased in concrete. The open silo 

is filled from the top with a crane. One particu-

lar challenge for our team was the installation 

in the 300-year-old abbey barn. This was done 

with a hay crane due to the tight space condi-

tions. 

In Scharbeutz (Germany), we implemented a 

comprehensive facility with a salt silo, brine 

technology and a conveyor system in a two-

stage process. The existing salt storage depot 

was augmented in 2015 with a brine generator 

and brine storage tanks. Three pumping sta-

tions, including one set up as a rapid loading 

station, enable the simultaneous filling of three 

spreading vehicles. With the 250 m3 silo added 

in 2015, the spreading vehicles can now be 

filled substantially more efficiently. 

The salt is transported from the storage deport 

to the stainless-steel chute with the wheel 

loader and then poured into the silo through 

the roof with the screw conveyor. The drivers 

can now load the spreading vehicles from the 

silo independently. This not only saves time 

and costs, but also enables more efficient or-

ganisation of the winter road service. The stor-

age capacity of the system was also increased 

through the addition of a 60 m3 brine tank. The 

facility now has a capacity of 170,000 litres of 

brine.

Grain silo 
Time-tested craftsmanship

Grain has been milled in Heitertal, Wintherthur 

for more than 700 years, and for more than 

100 years the Kunz family has operated the 

mill in the Zurich Oberland region. Now a round 

grain silo made of larchwood has been added 

to the complex. It replaces an old silo and si-

multaneously increases the storage capacity to 

200 m3. The wood silo is installed in a steel sub- 

structure. It’s a perfect fit with the aesthetic of 

the village and the mill building. The durability 

of the construction creates the ideal conditions 

for many more years of operation.
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From the forest to the sawmill
Portrait of Roger Wegmüller, log purchasing 

About 25 lorry-loads of logs arrive at the saw-

mill at Erlenhof every day. These log deliveries 

are organised, directed and coordinated by 

Roger Wegmüller. He ensures that the right 

wood of the right quality and in sufficient 

quantities is always available at Lehmann  

Holzwerk. At a meeting with log suppliers, he 

talks about his responsibilities and the future 

of Swiss wood.

Roger, Lehmann Holzwerk AG requires enor-

mous quantities of wood. How do you manage 

to procure enough wood throughout the year? 

From a whole-year perspective, the planning 

works well. The difficulty is more that we need 

wood every day and the timber quantities de-

pend on weather and other environmental fac-

tors. So we have to be able to deal with fluctu-

ations. This year in July, the bark beetles were 

active and in August there was a storm in can-

ton Thurgau. If it rains for any length of time, 

the timber can’t be extracted because the 

ground is too saturated. Such factors have an 

immediate impact on the available quantity  

of wood and present a daily challenge.

How do you deal with this constantly changing 

timber availability?

When I took over responsibility for all log pur-

chasing five years ago, the situation in the for-

estry industry was very precarious. Procuring 

the required quantity of logs was anything but 

easy. We had to have logs from Chur transported 

to Gossau by train. That resulted in high trans-

port costs. I worked on enhancing our purchas-

ing system and expanded our network of wood 

suppliers. I now keep in constant contact with 

our partners and define the weekly delivery 

quantities. 

What wood do you purchase mainly and from 

which regions?

Ideally, I would love to source all our wood 

from the forests around our mill. But that’s not 

enough to cover our needs. We require roughly 

120,000 cubic metres of wood. So I purchase 

logs primarily from eastern Switzerland and 

about 10 % from southern Germany and Vorarl-

berg. I need the wood from abroad mainly be-

cause we have to be supplied with logs during 

the summer months as well. For our projects, 

we use mainly softwood timber; spruce and fir.

Your responsibilities extend well beyond  

purchasing wood, then?

One might say that I’m responsible for the  

entire field of log purchasing. The job also  

involves the organisation of the logistics and 

invoicing, which we do on a fortnightly basis. 

I’m also involved in various projects aimed at 

fostering the continued development of the 

company. For example, we’re currently working 

on various development projects in terms of 

timber processing. That gives me the opportu-

nity to bring in the skills I gained in previous 

positions with other wood processing opera-

tions.

Roger Wegmüller (right) values personal contact and 
communication with wood suppliers, such as Benedikt 
Dörig from Forst-Team Haslen (left), in order to maintain 
the ability to react quickly to changing situations.

Lehmann Holzwerk sources its logs primarily from the 
region in order to keep transport costs low.
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So you’ve been working in wood processing for 

some time now? 

Yes, quite a long while. After my carpentry app-

renticeship, I completed my training as a tech-

nician at the specialist timber institute in Biel. 

After that, I managed various production facili-

ties in the timber industry and ultimately took 

over as head of log purchasing at Lehmann 

Holzwerk.

What does wood mean to you as a material?

I have always loved wood. Beyond its function 

as a material, I am interested in the entire value 

creation chain that surrounds wood. We are 

part of a sensitive system. The cycle works 

only if we all approach each other in a spirit of 

mutual consideration. I always see that as well 

when I’m in our forests as a hunter. 

That brings up the Woodvetia Initiative, which 

the Lehmann Gruppe took an active role in 

shaping on the Swiss wood days. What is that 

about?

The Woodvetia Initiative is the campaign for 

use of more Swiss wood and aims to promote 

Swiss wood directly to end consumers. But 

there’s more to it as well: the forested area in 

Switzerland is growing each year and yet the 

use of Swiss forests is in decline. But since the 

demand for wood is rising, the Swiss timber  

industry – i.e. traders and wood workers –  

import a lot of wood and wood materials from 

abroad. We have to change that. 

What measures would strengthen the Swiss 

timber industry?

Raising awareness among end consumers is 

certainly a good starting point. But beyond that 

we also have to do a much better job of em-

phasising the benefits and the economic aspect 

of Swiss wood. 

Benedikt Dörig, Forst-Team Haslen: 

That’s exactly how we see it as well. For the 

timber industry and the forestry industry, and 

thus for Swiss value creation overall, it is im-

portant that the forests are actively managed 

and rejuvenated. Many jobs are associated with 

that, incidentally. We need innovative ideas. 

One example would be for us as forestry com-

panies to actively approach forest owners and 

manage their stands of timber. The forest has 

various functions; it’s not just a place for recre-

ation or avalanche protection. Our local wood 

is a resource and represents enormous poten-

tial. It is important that everyone, forestry op-

erators, the timber industry and end consum-

ers, speaks up for a healthy forest economy. 

The felled timber is quickly and gently carried to the nearest forest road for further processing and transport.

Swiss forests have potential. More active management 
would strengthen the position of Swiss wood.

Roger Wegmüller in conversation with 
Benedikt Dörig of Forst-Team Haslen.
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Sustainable wood cycle at Erlenhof 
Pellets, briquettes and litter for  
small animals 
Our modern sawmill and planing mill process 

approximately 120,000 cubic metres into 

standard products and semi-finished products. 

Pellets, bark briquettes and small animal litter 

are made in our plant from the waste timber 

(bark, planing and sawdust, wood chips). We 

also generate process heat for our operations 

and electricity for about 1,500 households. 

Heating with wood

Heating with wood is one of the oldest and 

most natural ways of generating heat. Pellets 

and briquettes from Swiss forests offer an en-

vironmentally sound and economical alterna-

tive to fossil fuels. 

Heating with pellets is increasingly popular; 

since 1995, more than 25,000 units have been 

installed across Switzerland. Our pellets are 

pressed without chemical additives. They burn 

cleanly and are climate-neutral, and regenerate 

continuously in Swiss forests. The waste timber 

for production comes from processed logs from 

the region, thus eliminating the grey energy of 

long transport routes. The use of Swiss wood 

also strengthens local value creation and keeps 

the forest healthy. Sustainability is a winning 

argument; about 75 % of consumed pellets come 

from within the country. Added to these bene-

fits is the low cost and comparatively stable 

price development over recent years. Our pel-

lets are available in sacks, big bags or gross 

quantities for home delivery.

We produce briquettes from Swiss spruce and 

fir bark for use in stoves and fireplaces. The 

chopped-up bark is pressed into hexagonal cyl-

inders without the use of additives. They com-

plement firewood magnificently and extend the 

heating phase through their long burning time 

of up to 10 hours. 

A piece of the forest

Litter for small animals made of dried and 

chipped bark offers a natural floor surface for 

small animals. The texture and pleasant smell 

of the forest create an ideal environment for 

healthy, happy animals. And it’s not just the ani-

mals that are taken care of; our litter for small 

animals is dust-free, absorbent, 100 % com-

postable and thus easy to handle in every way. 

By the way, our litter made of Swiss spruce 

and fir bark is also popular abroad and is  

exported as far afield as Asia.



12/2017  www.lehmann-holz.ch

30

Structured wood 
Bringing momentum to architecture 

We combine the sustainable material of wood 

with the fields of art, design and architecture. 

With our planed profiles, we can craft individual 

design surfaces for interior and exterior archi-

tecture: terrace floors, floor strips, façades, 

walls and ceilings.

Wood creates atmosphere

Wood creates an inviting, warm environment. 

Wood makes an impression both visually and 

emotionally, particularly in combination with 

modern construction materials such as concrete 

and glass. Interacting with light and shadows, 

wood creates unique, individual and changing 

surfaces. Structured wood can also be used as 

formwork for the creation of textured visible 

concrete.

Different wood types and profiles

Inspired by the shape of waves, the sweeping 

profiles have undergone continuous evolution. 

Produced on our CNC-controlled planing ma-

chine, structured wood is available in various 

wood types and profiles. It’s also possible to 

design, program and produce customised  

structures. The latest development in the range, 

the Säntis formwork, features a dynamically 

curved, deep structure. Inspired by our local 

mountain range, the Alpstein, it brings a piece 

of eastern Switzerland to your room.

Brushed spruce

Spruce repro wood Textured concrete

Oberberg profile

Tannenberg profile

Säntis profile

ACCENTUATED LIGHT-
ING AMPLIFIES THE  
EFFECT OF THE STRUC-
TURED SURFACES
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Passion for timber 
Apprenticeships with a future

They share a passion for wood and an appren-

ticeship programme that really cares for its 

budding professionals. Our carpenters, wood 

processors, sawyers and salespeople can look 

forward to a promising career. After all, they 

have a lot to offer. Christian Giger and Hansueli 

Frei, apprentice mentors at Blumer-Lehmann 

AG, Christian Grob, apprentice manager at Leh-

mann Holzwerk, and Ursula Keller-Braun,  

Human Resources manager for the Lehmann 

Group, talk about training and continuing edu-

cation, opportunities and day-to-day life in the 

timber industry.

How popular is an apprenticeship in the timber 

industry? Do many school leavers opt for an 

apprenticeship as a sawyer, carpenter or wood 

processor?

Hansueli Frei: The carpentry apprenticeship is 

among the top 10 most popular trade appren-

ticeships. We have already filled our four  

apprenticeships for next year. That shows very 

clearly that young people are interested in a 

multifaceted career training opportunity in the 

timber industry.

Christian Giger: Depending on their capabilities, 

they have the opportunity to complete the 

four-year carpentry apprenticeship or the 

shorter two-year apprenticeship as a wood 

processor. Here at Erlenhof, the prospective 

carpenters rotate through the following fields 

in each year of the apprenticeship: element 

construction, carpentry, staircase construction, 

silo construction, construction and plant work, 

and for the future wood processors, industry, 

construction and plant work. This gives them a 

very broad-based education. 

Christian Grob: For us in the sawmill, the situa-

tion is somewhat different. At present, we have 

just one apprenticeship on offer for the sawyer 

apprenticeship starting in summer 2018. The 

job description for a sawyer is less well known 

than other training programmes in wood pro-

cessing, but is just as varied. Although the 

trainees work mainly with wood, they also 

need a strong technical understanding; for ex-

ample, in saw maintenance. We also work with 

computer-aided machines, which require a  

certain degree of IT proficiency. 

As mentors, to what extent do you support the 

trainees during their training and help them 

achieve their career objectives?

Christian Giger: An important foundation is that 

we try to establish a good bond with the young 

people and their parents. We listen to their 

concerns, and also talk to them about areas 

where we would like to see improvement. We 

require the apprentices to be reliable, learn to 

take responsibility and make decisions.

Hansueli Frei: Once a month, we hold our ‘Stif-

tensamstag’. We use the day to discuss various 

topics with the apprentices – either ones we 

propose or which they have asked for – in a 

more in-depth way. We carry out small, useful 

projects of which they can be proud; a garden 

shed, a scooter shelter, a playground. Or we 

show them the old techniques for activities 

that we now do with machines.

Christian Grob: In the sawmill, we use the day 

to give the apprentices individual tuition. At 

the same time, we also have a good opportunity 

to use them directly in the production process 

and give them responsibility; for example,  

operation of the sawmill.

Ursula Keller: Our apprentice camp, which we 

hold every two years, is very popular. Under 

the direction of all instructors, the apprentices 

cover various topics in small groups. For exam-

ple, we might have some future sawyers team-

ing up with the sales apprentices to clear the 

young forest or build a fountain. Our 20 ap-

prentices get to know each other better and 

share their experiences with each other. The 

Hansueli Frei, carpentry trainer: ‘I think it’s important 
that they still learn how to draw by hand at school. If  
an architect doesn’t understand what I’m saying at the 
construction site, I can quickly draw a view or a three- 
dimensional sketch by hand.’
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apprentices, instructors and the company all 

profit from it.

What awaits the young trainees when they 

reach the end of their apprenticeships? What 

opportunities to they have in the trade and 

what continuing education opportunities do 

they have access to?

Hansueli Frei: For the apprentices who want to 

stay with Blumer Lehmann after their appren-

ticeship, we’re happy to offer them a perma-

nent position. In my experience, roughly half 

want to stay. Some of them already have plans 

to pursue further education, while others want 

to gather experience abroad. Those who stay 

with us have a wide range of opportunities to 

build on the carpentry training, such as a  

specialisation as a machinist or programmer.  

Or perhaps they might be interested in the  

responsibilities of a site manager; then they 

would pursue the further training as a foreman 

and later go to supervisor school or become a 

timber construction technician or engineer. 

Christian Giger: To me, it is also important that 

an apprentice is able to gain some in-depth 

professional experience in the company. After 

four years, it’s impossible to know everything. 

The field evolves constantly and has become 

more complex. For example, there are now four 

different window types each with about 10 in-

stallation types – and yet it is exactly this  

versatility that makes the trade so varied and 

challenging. 

Christian Grob: We always want to employ our 

apprentices at the sawmill. Only a few sawyers 

complete the training each year. So they are 

very sought-after employees in all timber com-

panies. And the continuing education options 

and fields of activity for sawyers are every bit 

as diverse as for carpenters. Specialist and pro-

fessional examinations, such as the qualifica-

tion as a wood specialist with a federal diploma, 

may present a career objective. An advanced 

degree at a university of applied science is 

equally possible.

//   / Carpenter EFZ

Apprenticeship duration: 4 years

Qualities: Team spirit, imagination, 

like to work outside, passionate about 

wood

//   Woodworker EBA 

Apprenticeship duration: 2 years

Specialisations: Plant/construction or 

industry/plant

//   Sawyer EFZ 

Apprenticeship duration: 3 years

Qualities: Team spirit, technical  

understanding, enjoy working with 

wood 

Ursula Keller, HR director: ‘What’s more important to me 
than top marks at school is the personality, which our 
apprentices develop very strongly during their training. 
We are very proud when we find at the end of the  
apprenticeship that we’re able to send off young people 
who think critically, are prepared to accept responsibility 
and who have a healthy attitude as they make their way 
into the professional sphere.’

Christian Giger, carpentry trainer: ‘Carpenters are much 
in demand on the labour market. There is no comparable 
apprenticeship in terms of the variety of materials. This, 
in turn, opens up new potential fields of activity for the 
trained specialists.’

Christian Grob, sawyer trainer: ‘The sawyer apprentice-
ship operations differ significantly in their technical 
standards. At Lehmann Holzwerk, the apprentices work 
on industrial, modern production systems.’
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20 years of Richi Jussel 
10 questions – 10 answers

1. When is a timber  

construction good? 

When it’s compelling both in terms of the  

system and the detail solution, and has a good 

appearance. It should also exceed the use  

requirements.
Yes, cherry, grown in the forest.

The market launch of element and modular construction and the development of the 

Free Form department were the most important milestones for me. But there have 

been many other advancements in individual areas and companies, and the introduc-

tion of new production facilities. 

Together, architecture and the timber construction 

industry have brought developments and special 

properties to urban areas. 

One of my favourite projects is the 

summit restaurant on Chäserrugg.

Building technician; a specialist in contact with 

people.

The planning and construction processes of 

modern timber construction that exist today 

combined with technical capabilities will drive 

further progress in timber construction. In the 

towns as well as in rural areas and abroad. 

I’ve learned to switch gears quickly and to focus, both privately and professionally, on what 

lies before me.

Robustness, durability and many potential applications.

The entire tree fascinates me – the bark, the smell and the  

surface and charisma of natural wood. 

2. Do you have a favourite wood? 

3. What have been the milestones of your career with  

Blumer-Lehmann AG? 

4. What has changed in timber con-

struction in the past 20 years?

5. Your favourite project? 6. What profession could you  

imagine doing aside from  

carpentry?

7. A glimpse of the future of  

timber construction?

8. You’re the CEO of a  

company with almost 

200 employees. Do you 

have any private time?

9. What would you say about wood as a  

sustainable construction material?

10. What fascinates you about wood as a material?

//  Richi Jussel  

CEO, 

Blumer-Lehmann AG

The federally certified master carpenter 

and timber construction expert has been an 

important factor in the success of Blumer- 

Lehmann AG and its predecessor compa-

nies for 34 years. Richi Jussel has played a 

defining role in the development of the 

company, the products and timber con-

struction in general since well before the 

acquisition of Blumer Elementtechnik  

20 years ago and the founding of the cur-

rent company in 2000. He is inspired by  

innovative ideas from architects and plan-

ners that he is able to implement with his 

team. His openness to new challenges and 

unwavering confidence in his team are the 

basis for his work. Richard Jussel, CEO,  

Blumer-Lehmann AG
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Impressions 
Tage des Schweizer Holzes 
(Swiss wood day) 
15 – 16 September 2017

As part of the #woodvetia.ch campaign to promote Swiss wood, in mid-September we opened our doors to the public together with forestry compa-

nies and organisations of forest region 1 of canton St. Gallen. On the first day, we welcomed 120 school pupils from the region and talked about the 

special features of the apprenticeships we offer in the field of wood. Timber construction, and in particular the opportunities of digital production and 

future trends were the focus of Friday evening’s event for architects and planners. Some 3,500 visitors found their way to the open house at Erlenhof, 

Bischofszellerstrasse and Diggetwald forest on 16 September 2017. A lucky winner was selected from the prize draw entrants of more than 500. The 

main prize was a comfortable Woodrock swing, naturally made of Swiss wood.
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International guests 
Visit to Erlenhof 

SUISSE Engineering Event
at Erlenhof

Sommerfest 2017 
‘Swinging times at Erlenhof’

Fascination ball 
Participation in eastern Switzerland 
company football tournament

Again last year we had the honour of organising a few tours of Erlenhof 

for interested groups. The visitors included prominent guests, such as  

architects David Chipperfield and Michael Green. If you would like to 

learn more about sustainable timber processing on a tour of Erlenhof, 

email us at info@blumer-lehmann.ch 

As part of their annual event series, the firms Biral, Belimo and Elysator 

invited their customers to visit Erlenhof. After a presentation and a tour 

of the grounds, the guests from the building technology industry had 

caught the timber bug! 

It was an unmistakably Swiss af-

fair at our internal Sommerfest in 

early July. In a group competition, 

participants had the chance to try 

their hands at the traditional cus-

toms of Swiss wrestling, alphorn 

blowing and flag and taler twirling – 

and as the jury discovered, there 

was some real talent in the field. 

Even a brief downpour did not 

dampen the cheerful spirits. 

Our team at the eastern Switzerland company football tournament was 

determined to do well. With a talented squad and a valiant effort, they 

just missed the podium by a hair. 
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Richard Jussel

CEO 

Blumer-Lehmann AG 

Sales, Blumer-Lehmann AG

T +41 71 388 58 61

Peter Holenstein

Conversion sales,  

stair construction, service

T +41 71 388 58 46

Martin Bender

International project sales,  

Free Form

T +41 71 388 52 51

Marco Gemperle

Residential construction sales

T +41 71 388 58 55

Migga Hug

GC services, modular construction 

sales

T +41 71 388 58 23

Roland Meier

External timber frame compo-

nents, head of purchasing

T +41 71 388 58 62

Lukas Osterwalder

Commercial sales, industry,  

agriculture

T +41 71 388 58 20

Yannick Neumann

Modular construction sales,  

western Switzerland

T +41 71 388 52 75

Blumer-Lehmann AG 
Your sales contact 
person 

CO2 certificate presentation 
Apartment building, Kräzernstrasse, St. Gallen 

The CO2Institut calculates and documents the 

CO2-reduction impact of the wood used and  

issues a certificate for the use of wood. Wood 

as a natural product regenerates and binds car-

bon dioxide, making it an important part of the 

effort to achieve worldwide climate objectives. 

www.co2-institut.ch

Congratulations to our client Lukas (picture) and Stefan 
Niethammer on the C02 certificate presentation for their 
project with 28 rental apartments at Bildweiher in  
St. Gallen. 

CLIMATE IMPACT of this property: 402 TONNES OF CO2. The wood used in this apartment building corresponds to the 
CO2 domestic emissions of 80 people for a year.

Our sales team is delighted to assist you with the following services: 

– project development for timber constructions of all types based on an idea sketch or proposal 

– timber construction planning for new buildings and conversions

– timber construction engineering 

– timber construction production and installation 

– joinery for specific wood components 

– coordination of various sub-contractors in the general contractor role 
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